VI –School Parental Involvement Plan as required by Section 1118 of NCLB   [Note:  This section of the CIP (Part VI) must be distributed to Parents]:

	A. Parental Involvement:  Describe how the school will convene an annual meeting to inform parents of the school’s participation in Title I and explain Title I requirements, including the 1% set-aside, and the right of parents to be involved.

	At the beginning of each school year, some Whitesboro Elementary teachers host a Parent Orientation Day prior to the beginning of school.  Parents are notified of this meeting through a detailed letter sent

by their child’s teacher. In addition, information about orientation is included on our school’s marquee, on our school website, and on each teacher’s individual website. Orientation is offered in the evenings 

to accommodate parents’ work schedules. Parents of students in grades K-6 are invited to meet their child’s teacher on In-service days prior to the first day of school. In addition, Whitesboro Elementary hosts 

a Title I Meet and Greet for parents in August. Parents will also be notified of the PTA Open House in early fall and Parent In-service Day in October. However, if parents are not able to attend any of these 

meetings, teachers will schedule a conference convenient to the parents. It is our goal at Whitesboro Elementary to involve all parents in the education of their children. Topics included at orientation and/or 

parent meetings:

· Continuous Improvement Plan

· An explanation of the school’s curriculum and the state’s content standards

· Title I program and participation, its services, and parents’ rights

· Parental Involvement Section of the Continuous Improvement Plan (Overview and Distribution)

· Home School Compacts

· Etowah County, Whitesboro Elementary and Classroom Rules and Guidelines



	B. Parental Involvement:  Describe:  1. How there will be a flexible number and format of parent meetings offered; 2. How parents will be involved in the planning, review and improvement of the Title I Program (Note: State the school’s process for how all Title I parents have the opportunity for involvement in decision-making.); and 3) How funds allocated for parent involvement are being used in the school. 

	1..The faculty and staff at Whitesboro Elementary have a strong belief in the importance of parent involvement. Throughout the school year parents are given ample opportunities to get involved.   Research has proven that children who have parents involved in their education are more successful in school and in life. Whitesboro Elementary School provides the following flexible parent meeting opportunities: 

· Orientation Day 

· Title I Meet & Greet

· PTA Open House

· Parent In-service Day

· Morning and afternoon conferences available throughout the school year

· Evening PTA meetings

2. Whitesboro Elementary has a Parent Involvement Committee to help plan, review, and improve the school-wide Title 1 program and assist in other areas where parental involvement is needed. Parents also serve on our school’s Title 1 Committee as well as our school’s CIP team. These parents help us plan our parental involvement activities throughout the year including Family Reading  Night, Fall Festival, Reader’s Theatre Tea, etc.  Their input and assistance are essential to the success of our school-wide programs and activities. In addition, these parents also give us input and advice on how to spend our Title 1 funds and Parent Involvement funds. Our parents are vital to our students’ success and our success as a school.

3. Whitesboro Elementary uses its Parent Involvement funds as follows: Reading Connection Intermediate Edition, informative brochures and pamphlets to be sent home to parents, Scholastic books for  Family Reading Night, Parent Resource Center, etc.



	C. Parental Involvement:  Describe how the school provides parents of participating children timely information in a uniform format and, to the extent practicable in a language they can understand, about programs under Title I, a description and explanation of the curriculum in use, forms of academic assessments, and achievement expectations used, and, if requested by parents, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and participate as appropriate in decisions related to the education of their children.

	At the orientation meeting for parents, the Title I Meet & Greet and/or at the PTA Open House, Whitesboro Elementary will present information about its Title I programs, the curriculum, and forms of 

academic assessment used. During these initial sessions parents will be given an overview of content areas including reading, math, language, science, and social studies, and regarding physical education, 

computer lab, counseling services, special education services, and the library/media center. Teachers will explain assessments used and the grading system as well as classroom rules and procedures. Teachers

 will also explain how to schedule parent-teacher conferences and how they can participate in decisions related to the education of their child.  Parents will be given a copy of the Parent Involvement Plan, the 

Home School Compact, and the Etowah County Code of Conduct at the beginning of the school year. Whitesboro Elementary currently has no EL students enrolled. If EL students do enroll, Whitesboro Elementary 

would make available documents and letters translated through Transact (www.transact.com.) This would enable the student’s parents to be able to read and understand school programs, procedures, and policies in 

their native language. Every effort would be made to present information in a manner that parents are able to understand.

At the beginning of each school year, the Etowah County Board of Education shall notify the parents of each student attending any school receiving Title I, Part A funds that the parents  may request, and that the 

agency will provide the parents on request (and in a timely manner), information regarding the professional qualifications of the student’s classroom teachers, including at a minimum, the following:

· Whether the teacher has met State qualifications and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction

· Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which state qualifications or licensing criteria have been waived

· The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher and other graduate certification or degree held by the teacher, and the field of discipline of the certification or degree

· Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications

Parents shall submit such requests in writing to the local school. The school will then forward the request to the Central Office, which will provide a response to the parents, send a copy to the school, and retain 

a copy. The response will be provided within ten (10) working days after receiving the request from the parent.

The school provides timely information to parents/guardians about programs, curriculum, assessments, and achievement expectations in a uniform format, and to the extent possible, in a language they can understand

in the following ways: classroom newsletters, school calendar, telephone calls, invitations, school marquee, E-mails, letters/memos to parents (taken home by children and others and/or mailed), school handbook, 

school website, local media. Parents are asked to call the school for an appointment with the principal and/or classroom teachers to discuss grades/report cards, attendance, tardies, or behavior issues. Suggestions 

for improving their child’s education may be made any time verbally or in writing to the principal or teachers.



	D. Parental Involvement:  Describe how parents, the school staff, and students share responsibility for improved student academic achievement for participating students (How the School-Parent Compact is jointly developed with Title I parents; how it is used, reviewed, and updated).

	In the Whitesboro Elementary Home-School Compact, we address the responsibilities of the students, the parents, the teachers, and the administration.  At Whitesboro Elementary we believe that the education of 

children is a joint effort to be shared by the teachers, the parents, and the students. Our Title 1 Committee, composed of teachers and parents, reviews the Parent Involvement Policy and the Home/School Compact 

on a yearly basis. We add or delete information as we deem necessary. The compact outlines the school’s responsibility to provide high quality curricula and instruction in a supportive and effective learning 

environment. Secondly, the compact describes the responsibility of the parent for supporting their child’s learning and participating in decisions relating to the education of their child. Thirdly, the compact 

includes information about how the student is held accountable for being prepared for class and for doing his/her best. Finally, the compact addresses the importance of on-going communication between teachers 

and parents through parent/teacher conferences, notes, progress reports, and report cards.  The compact will be reviewed annually by the Title I Advisory Committee (both school and LEA.)  




	E. Parental Involvement:  Describe procedures to allow parents to submit comments of dissatisfaction with the Continuous Improvement Plan.

	During the spring and summer, the Whitesboro Elementary CIP team met to review, evaluate, and revise the CIP. Two parents on the team represent all the parents of the school. Parents were given a letter in

 their child’s May 2009, report card about our school system’s SACS-CASI accreditation and school improvement process. The notices made parents aware that the CIP plan is under review, and that a copy of the 

CIP is available for review in the library and school office. Parents are notified that they have the right to give input regarding the revision of the plan. Also, the notices state that after the plan is finalized and approved,

if a parent finds the plan to be unsatisfactory, he/she has the right to submit his/her written concerns about the CIP to Mr. Barry Bottoms, Asst. Supt. This letter of concerns should include the parent’s name, address, and

phone number . The parents will receive a written response and/or phone call within 5 days.



	F. Parental Involvement:  Describe how the school will build capacity for parental involvement including how parents will be encouraged to become equal partners in the education of their children.  (See NCLB Section 1118, requirements for building capacity in parental involvement.)

	To ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school, parents, and the community to improve student academic achievement, our school:

(1) Shall provide training for parents of participating children in understanding such topics as the State's academic content standards and State student academic achievement standards, State 

(2) and local academic assessments, the requirements of Title I, and how to monitor their child’s progress and work with teachers to improve the achievement of their children.  (Describe)

An explanation of the Title I plan, what services will be offered , and how the parents have the right to be involved in their children’s education will be a part of the Title I Meet & Greet, the general session of the first

 PTA meeting / Open House. A copy of the Title I plan is available for review in the library, the school office, and on the Whitesboro website.

(3) Shall provide materials and training to help parents to work with their children to improve their children's achievement, such as literacy training and using technology, as appropriate, to foster parental 

      involvement.  (Describe) 

Whitesboro Elementary CIP team works to ensure that all parent materials, conferences, meetings, etc. are aligned with the school’s identified goals. Whitesboro Elementary is continuing to develop a Parent Resource

Center for parents to peruse materials to help their child be successful. The center houses materials for parents, (both free and those which may be checked out) for suggestions on how they can help their child(ren) 

academically, socially, and emotionally. Specific topics include: reading with your child, creating a good home learning environment, and working as a partner with your child’s teacher. 

(4) Shall educate teachers, office personnel, and other school staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with 

      parents as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent programs, and build ties between parents and the school.    (Describe)

Whitesboro Elementary will continue to work with its teachers through In-services, faculty meetings, and grade level meetings in understanding the importance of parental involvement and that parents are our partners. 

This year, our CIP team will place special emphasis on the need to ensure closer relationships between our school, teachers, and parents. A focal point is increased parental involvement in school activities.

(5) Shall to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parent involvement programs and activities with other federal programs, and conduct other activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the education of their children.  (Describe)

Whitesboro Elementary strives to coordinate its parent involvement program to include all parents. We presently have 2 EL students who receive services from a supplemental ESL teacher.

(6) Shall ensure that information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities is sent to the parents of participating children in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand.  (Describe)

Information on all school meetings, parent notices, etc. is sent to parents of EL children in their language using Transact (www.transact.com) if their language is one of the ten most frequently spoken in Alabama.

In addition, Whitesboro Elementary has access to the EL teacher who is bilingual and assists in verbally communicating with these parents as needed.

(7) Shall provide such other reasonable support for parental involvement activities as parents may request.  (Describe)

Whitesboro Elementary makes every effort to accommodate parents’ requests as related to involvement in their children’s education. For example, teachers and parents must mutually agree on a time convenient to

 both parties for a parent-teacher conference. Compromises must be made. Sometimes, parents are accommodated because of their jobs (shift work) as to a time to meet. Teachers sometimes meet parents before or 

after school hours. Often, teachers call parents during their planning times to discuss common concerns about their children. 



	G. Parental Involvement:  Describe how the school will ensure the provision for participation of parents with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory students; including providing information and school reports in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language that parents can understand.

	Whitesboro Elementary provides opportunities for the participation in school activities of parents with limited English proficiency and parents with disabilities equal to those of all other parents. Whitesboro 

Elementary presently has no EL students; however, if an EL student should enroll, notifications in the appropriate language, will be sent home as needed. In addition, there is a bilingual teacher available to assist in 

verbal communications with parents. 

At this time, Whitesboro Elementary has no migrant students. 

Every effort is made to accommodate parents with disabilities. All of Whitesboro Elementary buildings are handicap accessible. 

Homebound parents and grandparents will continue to be accommodated through phone calls and home visits when needed.
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